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REPUBLIC OF PANAMA 
MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY 

EXECUTIVE DECREE No. 196 
Of 28th of October of 2024 

 
Which modifies Article 2 of Executive Decree 521 of the 6th August 2018, which suppresses the visa requirement 
to enter the Republic of Panama as tourists, to foreigners whose nationalities are required to obtain a Panamanian 
Visa, who possess an entry visa of any of the following countries: Canada, United States of America, 
Commonwealth of Australia, Republic of Korea, State of Japan, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, Republic of Singapore, and any of the States that form the European Union, and repeals Executive Decree 
591 of the 28th December 2016 and Executive Decree 116 of the 4th April 2018. 

 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 

in exercise of his constitutional and legal powers, 
 

CONSIDERING: 

That Decree Law No. 3 of the 22nd February 2008, which creates the National Migration Service, the Migratory 
Career, and dictates other dispositions; 

That Article 15 of said law, which establishes that the Executive Branch will regulate the conditions and 
requirements that must be complied with in order to apply each of the migratory categories, and that it will be able 
to create other migratory subcategories; 

That the Executive Branch intends to dedicate the greater part of its available resources for migratory control, the 
strengthening of verification mechanisms, and the control of immigrants of nationalities that have a great number 
of security incidents in this country;  

That the Republic of Panama has established strong links of cooperation with respect to immigration control with 
countries such as Canada, United States of America, Commonwealth of Australia, Republic of Korea, State of 
Japan, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Republic of Singapore, and the States that form the 
European Union, establishing systems of vigilance and migration control of the highest standards of security and 
reliability; 

DECREES: 

Article 1: Article 2 of Executive Decree No. 521 of the 6th August 2018 is modified as follows: 

Article 2: At the time of entering Panamanian territory, foreign citizens must maintain a valid visa issued 
by one of the countries mentioned in the first article of Executive Decree No. 521 of the 6th August 2018. 

Article 2: The present Executive Decree shall be effective upon its enactment. 

LEGAL BASES: Executive Decree 116 of the 4th April 2018, Decree Law No. 3 of the 22nd February 2008,   

BE IT HEREBY PUBLISHED AND EXECUTED 

Issued in Panama City, on the 28th day of the month of October of the year Two Thousand Twenty-Four (2024). 

 
(Signed) 

JOSÉ RAÚL MULINO QUINTERO 
President of the Republic 

 
(Signed) 
FRANK ALEXIS ÁBREGO 
Ministry of Public Security   (Seal of the Presidency of the Republic of Panama) 
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